THE SECTS 0:F THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

he only proved that al-Murdar was a robber and a betrayer
oi the poor. And the robber, according to the Mu'tazilah is
a shameless person, condemned to eternal hell. The rest of
the Mti'tazilah condemned him because of his view about
the generation of one deed by two* creators. Al-Murdar
himself condemned abu-al-Hudhail for his view about the
annihilation of the powers of Allah. He wrote a book on
this, and he condemned his own teacher Bishr ibn-al-Mu'ta-
mar for his view about the creation o-f colors, tastes, smells
and perceptions. He also condemned al-Nazzam's view that
created things are the deed of Allah. This, he said, would
necessitate the acceptance of the views of the Christians,
namely, that " the Messiah, the son of Allah, was a creation
of Allah/1 This would make of him a Mu'tazilah in monk-
ish dress! He condemned his sheikhs, and his sheikhs con-
demned him. Both parties are justified in condemning each
other.

9. Concerning the Jaffarlyah. These are the followers
of two Ja'fars among them, one is Ja'far ibn-Harb * and
the other is Ja'far ibn-Mubas-hshir. Both of them attained
the heights of error and the depths oi ignorance. As to
Ja'far ibn-Mubashshir, he claimed that among the corrupt
of this community there are some who* are worse than the
Jews, Christians, Magians and Zindiks." This was in spite
of his view that these same corrupt persons were unitar-
ians, and neither believers nor unbelievers. He thus made
the unitarian who is not an unbeliever worse than the infidel
dualist. The least we can oppose to this view of his is to
say to him: "According to us, thou art worse than all un-
believers on the face o<f the earth.7' He also claimed that

1 Only alluded to by ShahrastanL   Both of the Ja'fars are to be found
in Mas'udi, Lcs Prairies d'Or, vol. v, p. 443 and vol. vii, p. 231.    Horten,
ibid., pp. 290, 295.

2 A Thanawiyah or dualist, also applied to an unbeliever.

173